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and acquire strength sufficient to resist pillage and
oppression with success. This union of the village
communities, each one forming a separate little state
in itself, has, I conceive, contributed more than any
other cause to the preservation of the people of India
through all the revolutions and changes which they
have suffered, and is in a high degree conducive to
their happiness and to the enjoyment of a great
portion of freedom and independence."*

Tyranny, lawlessness, and rapine might, in short,
reign above, r while below these conservative com-
munes maintained almost unruffled the peaceful con-
tinuity of their existence. Nor should it be forgotten,
that great as might be the temporary oppression
exercised by the Government, the Rajah, the Nawab,
or the Zemindar, the agricultural wealth extorted from
the villagers was at least used in the country, and ex-
pended on retainers and others. Bad in every way
as many of the Mahommedan rulers of India were
prior to the Mogul dynasty, they at least lived in the
country, and Nadir Shah's loot of Delhi was quite an
exceptional event, as well it might be.

Consequently we find that during the whole
period from the first English acquaintance with
India through the reigns of Jehangir, Shah Jehan,
Aurungzib, and Mohammed Shah, until in the last
century we began to compete with the French for
the supremacy, the records of impoverishment anfl
famine are but trifling. Here again the popular
opinion is, to a great extent, incorrect. Aurungzib
was a powerful but harsh and bad ruler ; he imposed
obnoxious taxes, and ravaged with cruelty the terri-
* Sir Charles Metcalfe.